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What is the Zodiac?
In astrology, the zodiac (Greek: zōdiakos) is a circle of twelve 30° divisions of longitude that are centered the apparent path of the Sun across the sky over the course of the year. The paths of the Moon and visible planets also remain within the belt of the zodiac.  Historically, these twelve divisions are called Houses or signs. Essentially, the zodiac is a celestial coordinate system.  It is known to have been in use by the Roman era. The term zodiac derives from Latin zōdiacus, meaning "circle of animals.”  The name is motivated by the fact that half of the signs of the classical Greek zodiac are represented as animals.  Under the Greeks, and a scientist named Ptolemy in particular, the planets and signs of the zodiac were rationalized and their function set down in a way that has changed little to the present day.

Many different cultures have relied on their own version of the zodiac, including Babylonian, Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Chinese, Hindu, and even in the Middle Ages in Europe.

What is Astrology?

Astrology is a belief system which holds that there is a relationship between astronomical phenomena and events in the human world. Astrology most often consists of a system of horoscopes that claim to predict aspects of an individual's personality or life history based on the positions of the sun, moon, and other planetary objects at the time of their birth. Many cultures have attached importance to astronomical events, and the Indians, Chinese, and Mayans developed elaborate systems for predicting earthly events from celestial observations.

The word astrology comes from the early Latin word astrologia, meaning 'account of the stars'.  A central principle of astrology is that observations of the heavens are therefore reflective of similar cycles of change observed on earth and within the individual
Astrology vs. Astronomy

Astrology, before its separation from astronomy, began when humans started to measure, record, and predict seasonal changes by reference to astronomical cycles.  Early evidence of this appears as markings on bones and cave walls, which show lunar cycles were being noted as early as 25,000 years ago. These were the first steps towards recording the moon’s influence upon tides and rivers, and towards organizing a calendar.
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