Language Arts Curriculum Summary and Policies

Coral Team:  Grade 7, 2011-2012
“The worth of a book is to be measured by what you can carry away from it.”  -James Bryce
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Mackenzie Korhn

Phone:
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mkorhn@hudson.k12.ma.us 


Website:
http://misskorhnslanguageartswebsite.yolasite.com/ 

Extra Help:


Curriculum Summary 

The goal of JFK’s 7th grade literacy program is to develop confident and independent learners who think critically and communicate effectively across the curriculum and in real-life situations.  Instruction encompasses the four major areas of language arts, as defined by the National Core Curriculum Standards:  writing, reading, speaking, and listening.  Students in 7th grade will build upon the concepts, skills, and strategies learned in earlier grades.  They will begin to study subjects in more formal ways, exploring a variety of texts with greater depth and breadth.  Coral students will continue to refine concepts and their knowledge of conventions as they become more sophisticated, independent learners.  

MCAS Preparation 

It is imperative for students to be aware of the state’s expectations for standardized testing.  Whereas the 6th grade MCAS test focused solely on reading comprehension and analyzing literature through open responses, the 7th grade MCAS requires an additional testing area, the long composition.  To prepare students for the MCAS Long Composition and to strengthen their writing techniques, particular attention will be paid to narrative writing, a specific, yet valuable type of expository writing.  Using current class readings and materials, students will answer MCAS-style prompts regularly throughout the academic year.  They will learn how to craft personal essays, using themselves and their own experiences as supporting evidence.  

Reading Comprehension

The goals of the reading program are to develop each student’s ability to read perceptively and to introduce students to the tools for literary analysis.  Reading is a skill used everyday and one that students will use the rest of their lives.  The more one reads the better one becomes at reading. The Coral literature program includes the study of a variety of elements of literature, as well as the exploration of various genres.  Novels, short stories, myths, fairy tales, and non-fiction pieces will be used to improve reading comprehension.  Students will be expected to respond to literature in a variety of formats:  written reading responses, discussion groups, double entry journals, homework, and other forms.  The purpose of these responses is to develop higher level thinking skills and help develop inferential abilities, along with personal connections to literature.

Independent Reading Program

Reading for pleasure and knowledge develops critical thinking skills and affects success in all academic areas. Encouraging your child to read also promotes life-ling learning. Therefore, in addition to the selections read in language arts class, each student will be responsible for reading independently. All Coral team students are expected to have an appropriate book to read silently at all times.   Although students select books for themselves, appropriateness is determined by parental approval and teacher feedback. The book must be at or above a student’s reading level. One book must be read every 4-6 weeks.  Students will receive instructions, models, and rubrics to complete a project following the completion of each independent reading cycle.  Please see your child’s Independent Reading Project Booklet for additional details.
Required Daily Materials for Success

· Language Arts Binder 
· Pencils 

· Binder paper or perforated notebook
· Independent Reading Book
· Academic Planner
· Thumb/Flash Drive

Assignment Weights

20%:
Classwork, Effort, and Participation

20%:
Independent Reading 

25%:
Processed Writing Assignments

35%:
Homework

Areas of Study

Independent Reading:
Projects will be due every 4-6 weeks; Students should read approximately 20 minutes each day.  Please see your child’s Independent Reading Project Book for details.

Grammar, Usage, and
Mechanics:
Demonstrate command of standard English grammar conventions and usage when writing or speaking, specifically focusing on phrases, clauses, building effective sentences, comma usage, and spelling.  See your child’s Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics Booklet and Daily Oral Language exercises for details.

Vocabulary:
Determining and clarifying the meaning of unknown or multiple-meaning words and phrases and demonstrating an understanding of word relationships using Sadlier’s Vocabulary for Success, Level B.

Expository Writing:
Using expository writing strategies to explain, define, or describe a subject.  Special attention will be paid to narrative expository writing.

Narrative Writing:
Developing real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
Persuasive Writing:
Taking a position on a controversial issue relevant to the class topic or the curriculum.

Analytical Writing:
Writing critically about the function of literary elements in a text

Oral Communication:
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, group, teacher led) with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
Homework Rubric

Homework is an important aspect of the learning process and is assigned for the following purposes:

· To help students improve their understanding of concept and skills

· To reinforce and extend teaching

· To prepare students for the next class session

· To build work ethic for the future

Homework is posted on the board at the beginning of class, and students are required to write assignments in their planner during Take 5. Occasionally, planners will be checked for accuracy.  Credit is lost each day homework is late.  
	Full Credit

(2,   )
	· Work is complete and on time

· Work shows student’s full effort, is organized, and neat

· All directions have been followed

	½ Credit

(1,    )
	· Work is complete but one day late

· Works shows effort but may be sloppy

· Most directions were not followed

	No Credit

(0,0)
	· Work is not completed

· Work may be more than one day late

· Directions were not followed


Language Arts Effort and Participation Expectations
Daily effort and participation points are recorded and used as part of a student’s trimester grade.  Students are expected to meet daily standards in order for class to run smoothly.

Prepared for Class:  I come to class with my pencil, language arts binder/materials, completed homework, and independent reading book.  I do not have to make a trip to my locker for daily, required materials.

Take 5:  During Take 5, I am on task.  I write my homework in my planner, take care of my bathroom and drink needs, prepare my pencil for use, and read at my desk.  Any additional Take 5 tasks are completed without warnings or redirection.

Classwork:  My behavior during class is on-task.  I do not need redirection or warnings in order to complete my work. 

Attitude, Effort, and Participation:  I maintain a positive attitude throughout language arts class.  I am respectful to my classmates and teachers.  I participate appropriately when I can and put forth my best effort to serve as a productive and important member of my classroom community.
